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Lecture 2005

Saving Australian landscapes from globalisation

Fifth Norman Wettenhall Memorial Lecture

The fifth in the Norman Wettenhall Memorial Lecture series to be held at the Melbourne

Museum, continued the previous year’s successful format of providing more than one perspective

by having two lecturers. The lecture topic considered how we might ensure the uniqueness of the

Australian environment is preserved, rather than globalised by the invasion of plants and animals

from Mediterranean and European countrysides. 

The first lecturer, eminent environmental scientist Professor George Seddon spoke about how the

Australian environment is unique when compared with the other four continents. Ours is truly

the ‘old country’: Australian landscapes have been high and dry for hundreds of millions of years,

in comparison to the cataclysms of mountain building in Asia and the Americas and the massive

glaciations that scoured the northern hemisphere in the Ice Age, wiping the slate clean, leading

to a new beginning for plants and man. 

The second lecturer, an urban ecologist Dr Mark McDonnell believes that the 85% of Australians

who live in cities have lost touch with the hallmarks of a healthy environment. We need to go

out into the suburbs and educate them, he said, as to what are the drivers of well-functioning

ecosystems. To prevent continued creeping degradation of the Australian natural living

environment, he believes that the public in general have to come to understand that many of

the ‘natural’ things they love now are inimical to the Australian environment’s continued

existence. The Tidy Town mentality of well-watered lawns and removal of understorey and bush

litter were given as examples.

See the website for summaries of the Lectures:  www.nwf.org.au
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THE NORMAN WETTENHALL FOUNDATION
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT 30 JUNE 2005

INVESTMENTS

Shares and notes quote on prescribed

Stock Exchange (market value $2,431,012) 1,671,537

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 1,671,537

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash at Bank 64,258

CBA Cash Deposit 465,894

Sundry Debtors 84,142 

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 614,294

TOTAL ASSETS 2,285,831

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accrued Expenses 1,850

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,850

NET ASSETS 2,283,981

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

Capital Gifts 1,527,565

Capital Profits 545,043

Retained Earnings 211,373

TOTAL ACCUMULATED FUNDS 2,283,981

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOW

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Dividends Received 252,489

Interest Received 21,155

GST Refund Net (97)

Payments to Suppliers (12,136)

Grants to Individuals and Institutions (127,880)

Net cash provided by operating activities 133,725

Financial 
Report 2005Financial

Report 2005
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Regent Honeyeater Project, VIC
NWF has a long association with this long term landscape change project

The Regent Honeyeater Project is one of the most active volunteer conservation projects in Victoria, and the

Foundation has funded the project since its outset. Funding from the Norman Wettenhall Foundation for the

Regent Honeyeater Project commenced in 1997 with a payment towards the salary of the project’s co-ordinator Ray

Thomas. Government and philanthropic trusts are often reluctant to pick up the tab for wages and salaries, on the

grounds they constitute ongoing ‘operating costs’; such bodies choose to confine grant funding to defined pilot

project or specific capital costs.

The Norman Wettenhall Foundation places no such constraints on grant funding. Clearly, effective management

requires that someone do the job, and to expect community organisations to rely totally on voluntary labour would

not only seem perverse, but moreover setting them up for failure. Last year, Foundation support of $17,940 for the

Regent Honeyeater Project went towards part-payment for Ray Thomas’s salary during 2005.

The Regent Honeyeater Project has engaged a farming community in the Benalla district of north eastern Victoria in

restoring remnant vegetation along a corridor from the Strathbogie Ranges to the Goulburn River, thereby offering

continuous habitat for the endangered regent honeyeater. The project has received ongoing support from a wide

cross-section of the community to help farmers plant and restore more than 864 hectares of the honeyeater’s

habitat. The massive scale of the tree planting has involved organising planting and propagation days each year for

students from 32 schools in the area, as well as volunteers from universities, walking clubs, bird observers and

environmental groups.

A range of other activities such as nest box placement and monitoring provide crucial habitat for other rare and

endangered species, and offer enormous benefits for both wildlife protection and land care.

The project puts out a newsletter and has a website: www.regent.org.au

Gliders in their nest boxes.

Report 
on DistributionsReport 

on Distributions
Report on Distributions made by The Norman Wettenhall Foundation for the year ended June 30, 2005
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Euroa Environment Group, VIC
Raising awareness about the plight and loss of habitat of the gr ey-crowned babbler

The Foundation has provided $20,000 towards the salary of a community co-ordinator, Doug Robinson, and a

research assistant – again to help in raising community awareness and participation in reversing habitat

fragmentation, which is leading to the gradual disappearance of the grey-crowned babbler from Victorian

landscapes. The funds were awarded to the Euroa Environment Group, which is managing the grey-crowned

babbler conservation project.

One of the ongoing aims with the babbler conservation project has been to develop better techniques for

monitoring trends in babbler populations across Victoria. Accordingly, the co-ordinators employed have surveyed

three babbler populations where the total population size is known, using a range of techniques. These have

included district-wide surveys, stopping at set distances, then repeat surveys of the set points using volunteers. 

This year, with assistance from the Threatened Bird Network (TBN), the Euroa Environment Group will expand this

comparison of survey techniques to another five districts. Ultimately, the research will result in the preparation of a

report on standard techniques for babbler monitoring.

Another aspect of the project was to increase community awareness and participation in habitat restoration.

Funding from the Foundation was used to assist with the purchase of plants and materials for community planting

days at some of the 39 sites on the Longwood Plains that support grey-crowned babblers.

Volunteers at a planting day at Longwood

Report 
on DistributionsReport 

on Distributions
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Mission
The objectives of the Foundation are:

i. to support and encourage research, education and recording of all aspects of Australia’s

natural environment; and

ii. to build capacity in local communities to effect long-term beneficial change in the natural

environment.

Principles
• Projects should be well-considered, well-planned and include a clear budget. Projects should

also indicate how the success of the project will be measured and how advice of the project’s

outcomes will be shared.

• Preference will be given to individuals or projects that demonstrate a collaborative approach,

working in partnership with local communities and/or organisations.

• Innovative projects will be encouraged, particularly where they serve as a model for like

projects elsewhere in Australia.

• Applications that demonstrate a holistic approach to environmental management are

encouraged. 

Exclusions
• Projects concerned with advocacy, buildings, art, general education, social welfare and

medical research or health matters.

• Projects concerned with the rehabilitation or rescue of animals.

• Capital or endowment funds established to provide a corpus for institutions.

• Domestic or international travel, unless critical to the application.

Procedure
1. In no more than three pages, applicants are asked to provide a brief description of the proposed

project, including:

i. project rationale

ii. project objectives

iii. strategies

iv. budget breakdown of project costs

v. level of funding sought

vi. measures of success

Guidelines 
Guidelines
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Supporting documents, of no more than 10 pages, may also be provided to support an application.

2. Where appropriate, the submission should indicate the project’s relevance to the local community

and provide evidence of local support. Where the project involves a publication, details should be

provided on the quantities concerned and intended modes of distribution.

3. Graduate students seeking funding should include a curriculum vitae and a recommendation from

their Supervisor or Head of Department.

The Foundation meets quarterly and advice on each application is issued promptly thereafter.

Subsequent to Funding
Funded projects are required to provide regular reports, as specified by the Foundation at the time of an

offer being made.

Funded projects are required to publicly acknowledge the Foundation’s support by, for example, displaying

the Foundation’s logo on published material or signage.

Where a project’s commencement is conditional on other sources of funding, the Foundation’s grant will not

be released until written confirmation is received of a grantee’s success in gaining additional funding.

Grantees who do not proceed within 12 months of receiving grant approval will be required to re-submit.

Guidelines 
Guidelines


